[ Round-up] Mains cables £125-£275

TCI Constrictor Powerhlock

TYPE Mains cable and mains block
PRICE £160 (1.5m, 6 way)
CONTACT @ 028 9267 3024 & www.true-colours.com

Cl offers a wide range of Constrictor

(Super Constrictor, Boa Constrictor etc)

mains cables, and the premium for having
one terminated with a multiway Powerblock
instead of a single IEC connector is not high.
Indeed, the Powerblack itself is nothing unusual;
it's a good-guality component, but completely
standard industrial-grade, switched and
unfiltered. That said, there is logic at work
here, as a Powerblock with a relatively long
cable (different lengths available to suit) will
allow the use of shorter individual leads to
amp and source components. The Constrictor
cable itself is a braided multicore design; four
cores handle each of the live and neutral paths,
with each core insulated in PTFE. The overall
assembly is insulated in nylon braid, making it
quite substantial and only moderately flexible.

We found this a successful upgrade with a

wide range of equipment, applicable from
budget to high-end, but probably most at
home with mid-range equipment where a

Atlas Ichor

TYPE Mains cable
PRICEE25 (1) -
CONTACT 2 0800 731 1140 & www.hifi.org.uk

his is Atlas' only mains cable and it is

available with various connectors and

in various lengths. Looking much like
any free giveaway cable it nevertheless
includes unusually thick conductors of
finely stranded copper, which are insulated
in PTFE and screened. Audio interconnects
are screened to keep noise out, and in the
conlext of low signal levels and relatively
high impedances this is frequently of great
henefit. With mains cables, however, it's
much less obvious that this is necessary. In
fact, there's an equally strong argument for
keeping noise inside the cable, so as to prevent
the noise that inevitably exists on mains circuits
from radiating in the vicinity of sensitive audio
equipment. With the Ichor, Atlas has contrived
a screening system that adds little bulk to the
cable, leading to a perfectly manageable and
flexible 9mm overall size.

The benefits of using this cable are at once

subtle and yet surprisingly profound. They're
the kind of sound quality differences that don't
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worthwhile
degree of grain
was removed from
the sound. Oddly,
though, more
sophisticated-sounding
kit didn't show this up so
noticeably — when the basic
sound is cleaner there's evidently
less to improve in this way. We also
noted a minor tonal effect whereby bass
became a little tighter and just a touch
mare extended, and while it's clearly unlikely
that a mains cable could ever affect actual
response, it's not unreasonable to suppose that
this is a function of the improved clarity, just
allowing the subtle details of the bass to
register more clearly on the ear. Stereo images
likewise seemed slightly more precise. HFC
Richard Black

leap out at you instantly, but gradually make
you realise that there is an extra level of
musical involvement over what was there
before. That's assuming you are using decent
replay equipment, of course. We'd hesitate to
recommend this cable for budget systems as its
effects were barely discernible there, but with
at least decent, and especially high-end kit, the
advantage seemed pretty clear. In analytical

VERDICT P
This practical product mastly Hl'FI
benefits clarity and precision. > >

|

Compatible with the various
leads we appended to it,

terms, we're talking about fine detail, but the
musical impact is what really registers. HFC
Richard Black

VERDICT

This relatively cheap cable

offers improvement in
musicality across a range
of amps and sources.




